
2nd Bishop Auckland Scout Group
Group Scout Leader: Phil Harnby, 125 Manor Road, Medomsley, Consett DH8 6QL: 07754 883841 E: info@2ndbishopaucklandscouts.org.uk
Secretary: Angela Johnson, 8 Langton Lea High Shincliffe Durham DH1 2QF T: 0191 386 2761 E: secretary@2ndbishopaucklandscouts.org.uk
Registered Charity Number 520678 (England and Wales)

GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES
2nd November 2017

Chairman: Bill Bramfitt Treasurer: Olive Ingram            Secretary: Angela Johnson    
GSL: Philip Harnby
  
PRESENT: Roz Peverall, Paul Taylor, Matthew Frost, Kath Yeomans, Derek Ward, Cliff Laverick, Derek Newby, Richard 
Ingram and Ian Johnson

APOLOGIES: Bill Bramfitt and Olive Ingram 

In Bill’s absence, Derek Ward chaired the meeting.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD on 5th October 2017 – Agreed.

MATTERS ARISING
a) Purchase of laptop and projector – Phil has purchased these items at a cost of £495-00 for the laptop and the 

projector for £60-00. The projector is second hand but has had very limited usage.
b) Christmas meal – The Pollards (9th December) Kath distributed menus and asked for choices by the end of 

November. Booked to eat at 7.30pm.
c) Utility bills – Kath has looked into the various companies to compare prices, but this has been difficult as the Scout 

Centre is classed under ‘business’ use. The current contract is due to run until 2019. Kath has asked that the item 
be placed on the next agenda and she will continue to make enquiries.

d) Parking – Kath advised that as per the last meeting two further permits were given out on a month’s trial to see if 
there were any problems with the extra people parking – no problems have been reported.

TREASURERS REPORT
Olive was unable to make the meeting but has sent a short report with Richard.
Richard gave a financial update of the current bank balances, he noted that £286-70 had been received from 3rd 
Washington Scout Group for the hire of the mini bus, Vehicle Tax has been paid (£165-00) for the mini bus and the check 
on the Fire Extinguishers (£77-62) had been completed.

a) Independent Examiner 2017/2018 – Phil noted this was in hand.

SECTIONAL REPORTS
Beavers
Roz reported that the Colony is running with 24 and that she currently does not have anyone of Beaver age waiting to join, 
three adults are helping with the Colony. The sponsored events raised £859-00 in total with £536-30 going towards Colony 
funds and the remainder to Children’s Cancer UK charity.
Roz has set up an ‘easyfundraising’ app where parents can shop and donate towards a nominated charity – so far £65-82 
has been raised  payments are received into the nominated bank account every three months – further information will be 
included in the minutes. 
The Beavers have been working towards the Community Impact Badge and for Bonfire night, they did firework crafts and 
had sparklers. Future events include going to the Pantomime at Bishop Auckland Town Hall to see Dick Whittington and his 
Pirate Adventure and painting rocks.
Derek Newby advised that Northumbrian Water have an education department who will arrange to visit Groups to do a 
session.
Cubs
Paul advised the Cubs had visited a badger’s sett at Barrington Meadows and are planning to visit Windlestone for a 
firework night on 7th November.
Activities have included sessions on archery, an international food night, cooking, carving pumpkins for Halloween, plans 
are in hand for Remembrance Sunday with a sleep over in the hall.
Paul noted that numbers are steady with around 22 on average attending each week.
Scouts
Phil noted that it had been a quiet few weeks – plans are being made for the programme in 2018 with two camps, 
Kettleness in March and Pybus during the bank holiday in late August. Phil also noted that the Scouts final meeting before 
Christmas will be on Friday, 15th December 



Explorers
Richard advised that two members of the Group and St George ESU; Garrett Windass and Matthew Foster have been 
selected to join the Durham contingent for the Jamboree in 2019 to visit The Summit Bechtel Family National Scout 
Reserve in West Virginia, USA. The cost of this event is over £3,500 and the individuals may be contacting the Group to 
ask for financial assistance. Derek Ward advised that if the individuals were to do this the Executive would consider each 
application but would hope that once they had been on the Jamboree they would do a presentation of their experiences to 
the Group and to any other organisation who may support them. Overall seven individuals from Bishop Auckland Scout 
District have been successful in gaining places to attend the Jamboree. Ian Johnson advised that any application to the 
Group should be made as soon as possible to allow time to consider any financial assistance.
In respect to the Explorer Unit, Richard noted the numbers are around ten, with joint meetings being held with St Edmund 
ESU due to lack of adult leadership.

Derek thanked the Sections for doing a good job with quality programmes.

GSL REPORT INCLUDING ADULT TRAINING AND LEADERSHIP
Phil advised he has completed Roz’s Appointment Review and that good progress has been made on other items.

PR AND MARKETING OF THE GROUP
a) Posters – now positioned on the walls of the Scout Centre
b) Roz noted that she had heard of a company called Discount Banner Printing who will print banners and stickers for 

free. Derek commented that banners cannot be placed on public highways and that neighbouring properties should 
be consulted before we commit to ordering. Roz agreed to make enquiries. Roz also noted that an article had been 
in Bishops Press highlighting the Sponsor night and that the Scout Centre can be hired; an advert had been 
recorded for Bishop FM and Auckland Castle Trust are aware that the Centre can be hired.

c) Bag Packing – letter has been submitted to Morrison’s – awaiting response.
Derek Newby commented that it would be good to get more PR from the Cub and Scout Sections as well as the Beavers; 
Ian commented that whilst all PR is good we shouldn’t flood the market. Roz agreed that if stories are sent to her she will 
arrange for them to be forwarded to the papers.

RISK REGISTER
Phil noted the only items at present are PAT testing, which is in hand and the Gas Safety check which has been 
completed.

HEALTH AND SAFETY INLCUDING HALL MAINTENANCE.
a) Lighting – Two quotes have been obtained to purchase and install the new lighting, motion sensors, scaffolding etc. 

i) Thorns to supply the lights at £1586.96. Installation by Lightfoots – total cost £6,407.06
ii) Second quote £6,700 plus VAT

Derek felt that the Group was in a financial viable position to go ahead with the project and that the initial outlay will begin 
to reap rewards with lower electricity bills.
After discussion it was agreed to vote as to whether or not to go ahead with the installation of lights for the whole of the 
Scout Centre (10 in favour – 1 against). 
The Executive agreed for Lightfoots to complete the work on the proviso that Phil tries to negotiate a reduced price.

b) PAT testing – Derek Ward has this in hand
c) Gas Safety Check – completed July 2017.
d) Fire Safety Check – completed September 2017

MINI BUS – COMPOUND/BOULDERING WALL
Derek Ward noted that the fencing project was not moving as quickly as he would have hoped; he noted that we should 
contact the local council regarding the current fencing and who owns/or is responsible for it. Regarding the bouldering wall 
Derek has had contacted with neighbouring properties who are concerned about the wall and it’s positioning – Derek was 
advised that at the last meeting it was agreed that once more information is available and we have the result of the Tesco 
funding, contact would be made with the neighbours and full explanations would be given.

HALL HIRE
Phil advised he had been contacted by Rebecca Tipple of Release Potential Ltd about hiring the Scout Centre on 27th 
November between 10.00am and 11.30 am for a reunion course of approximately 40 people. The Executive agreed to the 
hire at a cost of £35-00.

FUNDING/GRANTS
Only application outstanding is Tesco Bags of Help Scheme and Phil is still waiting to hear the outcome.

FUNDRAISING
As early reported, letter submitted to Morrison’s – waiting to hear from them.



STORAGE
Roz asked if the Executive if more storage could be made available, the storage space used by the Beavers is at capacity 
and Roz has to store some resources at home. A suggestion was to have bespoke cupboards installed in the upstairs 
middle room, and removing or relocating some of the filing cabinets. Derek advised he would contact a joiner to see what 
could be suitable and obtain a quote.

FLOWER SHOW – 18TH/19TH NOVEMBER 2017
Derek Ward agreed to open up and ask that the keys be returned to the shop. A reminder was issued for the tables to be 
returned to the correct storage area.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Angela has obtained the wreaths for the Group and St George ESU and these were in the kitchen.
Phil advised the organisations attending this year had been asked to meet at the Newgate Centre at 10.30am and parade 
to the Cenotaph in the Market Place. Also instead of wreaths being laid individually, groups of three people will approach 
the cenotaph.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – None 

Next Group Executive Meeting Thursday, 7th December 2017 (short agenda) starting at 7.15pm at the Scout 
Centre. 

Future meetings will be held on 

4th January 2018 Full Agenda
1st February 2018 Specific Items
1st March 2018 Full Agenda
5th April 2018 Specific Items
3rd May 2018 Full Agenda

‘Easygiving’  fundraising – details from Roz

2nd Bishop Auckland Beavers needs you!

We're trying raise £300 so that we can The Beavers aim to raise money for much needed equipment, uniforms and to make 
us inclusive, but we need your help to get there.
Join easyfundraising today and whenever you shop online you can raise money for no extra cost!

All you have to do is:
1. Go to http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/2ndbishopaucklandbeavers
2. Sign up for free
3. Get shopping and start raising
No catches, no hidden charges and 2nd Bishop Auckland Beavers will be really grateful for your donations.
We hope to have you on board soon fundraiser!


