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GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES 
5th March 2015 

 

Chairman:  Bill Bramfitt  Treasurer:  Cliff Laverick            Secretary:  Angela Johnson     
GSL: Philip Harnby 
   

PRESENT: Paul Taylor, Richard Bramfitt, Mike Nichols, Kath Yeomans, Derek Newby and Ian Johnson 
 

APOLOGIES : Phil Harnby and Derek Ward. 
 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 8th January 2015 and 5th February 2015. – No quorum at the February 
meeting. 
 

MATTERS ARISING 
a) Flower Show – change of dates from 14th/15th November to 21st/22nd November 2015. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Cliff gave an update as to the Group’s financial position; he noted that partnership payments had been received from St 
George ESU and donations had been received in respect of car parking. Direct debits remain in place for gas and 
electricity. 
Cliff advised that he had received an invoice (approx. £250) from the Scout Shop and he could not identify which 
purchases related to which Section. Ian explained the situation regarding the changes and the procedure which will has 
been put in place for any future purchases and advised that if any Leader purchases items they must pass the receipt on to 
Cliff for his records. 
Cliff noted that the hall levy had not been paid by the Beaver Section – Angela agreed to contact Phil to remind him the 
payment was due. Cliff has queried the Block Grant situation with Durham County Council and unfortunately this payment 
will no longer be paid, however the application for Discretionary Rate Relief has verbally been agreed.   
The Executive showed concern at the loss of the Block Grant and discussed a few ideas to try and recoup the money; 
suggestions included increasing the subscriptions for the footballers and increasing the charge to the Blood Donors for the 
hire of the hall. The Executive agreed to discuss further at the next meeting. 

a) Bank Account Signatories – no progress has been made. Bill commented that this had been ongoing for a number 
of months and asked that the mandates be completed before the next meeting in April 

 

SECTIONAL REPORTS  
Beavers  
No report 
Cubs  
Paul noted that the Cubs were ticking along nicely and a meeting will be arranged shortly to discuss programme planning. 
Scouts 
Richard reported that the Troop are working towards the International/Global Challenge, the Troop have composed emails 
to send to Groups abroad and are awaiting responses. A barbecue was held on 27th February, the Troop are also looking 
at the new IT staged badge and anti-bullying. A visit has been organised to The Teesdale and Weardale Search and 
Mountain Rescue Team in April and the Troop are working towards the Expedition Badge with a camp planned in June at 
Windlestone. 
Explorers 
No report. 
 

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership 
A message had been passed via Angela to ask Leaders to distribute leaflets regarding the swimathon which is being 
organised by Bishop Auckland Rotary Club. 
 

PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP   
A meeting is still to be arranged; Derek Newby explained that he felt the Group was disappearing in the town and that we 
should be raising the profile of the Group, he also felt that by raising the profile it would assist with any future fundraising 
activities. Angela agreed to email Derek with details of the interested parties so they could start arranging a meeting. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance 



Richard Bramfitt noted that the systemiser in the gents’ toilets has broken and advised that Phil is looking into the repair. 
The query regarding the toilets in February about the gents’ cubicle being locked has been resolved. An issue has been 
raised with the Fire Alarm going off regularly has been reported and this is being looked into by Phil. It was queried why we 
needed to have the Fire Alarm system installed; Ian Johnson noted that the system needed to be installed to meet fire and 
safety regulations. The service contract was also discussed; Derek Newby asked why the Group needed the service 
contract and suggested that we should stop paying. 
Ian suggested that due to the finance questions being raised at the meeting would it be prudent to hold a specific meeting 
to discuss the financial situation of the Group and iron out any queries. 
Richard Bramfitt raised the dampness in the Quartermaster stores and informed the meeting that he did not think the 
growth in the stores was due to dampness; monitoring is still ongoing. He suggested that a dehumidifier would always draw 
moisture from the wall during the winter period. The dampness may not be helped by the lack of air circulation in the room. 
Richard also noted that at present there has not been any damage to equipment stored.  
Cliff noted that he has received notification from the Gas suppliers that they wish to arrange a suitable time for change the 
meter, Richard queried the capacity of the boiler and said he would check and let Cliff know so that we get the right model. 
It was suggested to contact Derek Ward to see if he would be available to let the Gas engineers in. 
 

RISK REGISTER 
Nothing to report. 
 

MINIBUS/MIDAS  
The Executive queried if the certificates had arrived; Angela to contact Phil. The hiring of the minibus was deferred until the 
next meeting. 
 

FUNDING AND GRANTS  
Richard Bramfitt noted that the funding for sports equipment was nearly complete; the final items including hockey sticks, 
balls and ropes will be purchased soon. The Executive asked that it be fully spent before the end of the financial year. 
Angela noted that Phil had asked that the Executive put their thinking caps on to suggest some ideas for fundraising – 
agreed to discuss at the next meeting. 
 

CENSUS 
Angela confirmed that the census had been completed and the figures are as follows 
 

Beavers 15 
Cubs 22 
Scouts 23 
Leaders 16 
Total  76 

 

The Group Membership Subscriptions due to Bishop Auckland Scout District by 16th March 2015 are £2,432.00. 
 

Angela queried how many Young Leaders are working with the Sections. 
  

Beavers 3 
Cubs 1 
Scouts  2 

 

Angela asked the Executive if they would agree to cover the Membership Subscriptions for any Young Leader that was not 
a member of St George ESU. The Executive agreed to cover the Young Leaders. The details could not be agreed at the 
meeting as the District Commissioner had not yet been able to finalise the Explorer figures but hoped to in the next couple 
of days and the information would be passed to Cliff if a further cheque was required. 
Cliff queried the amounts that would be due from the Sections in relation to the census and Angela agreed to email the 
details across.  
Ian Johnson noted that Compass was not on line at present due to difficulties and no estimated guidelines have been given 
for reinstatement. Ian indicated that it could be as long as two months before we know anything definite. Ian also explained 
the revised procedure for completing disclosures – several members of the Executive indicated that they would like their 
wives/partners to undertake the procedure prior to summer camp and they were advised to contact Phil who would 
complete the Adult Information form which would be passed to Angela or Ian to complete the disclosure procedure. 
 

BLOOD DONORS - next session 23rd April 2015 
Kath explained that it was difficult for them to attend the Scout Centre the night before to assist with the cleaning but that 
they would come down on the Thursday morning to sort it out.  
It was also noted that the Blood Donors vehicles were having difficulty parking and requested that the first three bays of the 
parking area be cordoned off to help with parking. 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – DATE/VENUE 



Various dates were suggested but not decided – Agenda next month. 
 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

a) Angela confirmed the St Georges Day Service will be held on 19th April at St Edmunds Church in Sedgefield 
starting at 2.00pm – Groups to assemble at 1.30pm. A rehearsal for will be held at the Church on Wednesday 15th 
April at 6.30pm 

b) As the next Executive meeting is due just before Easter, and several members indicated they would not be 
available it was agreed to postpone and move the meeting to the 9th April. 

 

Next Group Executive Meeting 9th April 2015 startin g at 7.15pm at the Scout Centre. (Note change of da te) 
 
Future meetings will be held  7th May 2015 
     4th June 2015 
     2nd July 2015 
     August (No Meeting subject to confirmation) 
     3rd September 2015 
 

Blood donor Sessions              23rd April 2015 
     7th May 2015 
     11th June 2015 
     6th August 2015 

10th September 2015 (confirmed since 5th February) 
     1st October 2015 
     26th November 2015 
 

All dates checked against the blood donor website on 17th March 2015 are correct.  
 

All the Blood donor sessions require the hall to be  opened at 13:15 and closed by 20:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


