
GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES
5th June 2014

Chairman: John Yeomans Treasurer: Cliff Laverick           Secretary: Angela Johnson    
GSL: Philip Harnby
  
PRESENT: Ross Hetherington, David Newby, Paul Taylor, Richard Bramfitt, Mike Nichols, Derek Ward, Derek Newby, Ian 
Johnson and Bill Bramfitt.

APOLOGIES: Kath Yeomans, Jasmine Mowatt and Richard Ingram.

John opened by welcoming Bill Bramfitt to the meeting.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 1st May 2014 – Agreed.

MATTERS ARISING
a) Medicine Cabinet – Derek Ward is looking into the purchase.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Cliff reported that the main payment made since the last meeting was the payment for the minibus conversion (just over 
£4,000.00). Phil asked for copy of the invoice and any incidental expenses such as the cost of getting the mini bus to the 
garage etc and he would contact DCC with the details.
£100.00 has been spent on a joinery project and the subscription to ADT has been paid. Payment for the hire of the Scout 
Centre from Mrs Hankey has been received. Derek Ward asked for remuneration in respect of the PAT testing costs; the 
Gas Certificate has also been received.
Accounts
Cliff advised the meeting that the annual accounts had been completed: copies were distributed to the Executive to inspect. 
It was noted that the Grant Aid from Durham County Council had not been received and Cliff is following this up. 
Cliff asked Ross to email him the Beaver bank balances; he continued by noting it is costing the Group approximately 
£75.00 per week in heating and electricity costs. Cliff thanked David for the fundraising that has taken part during the year. 
Cliff asked the Executive to approve the accounts ahead of the AGM – the Executive voted to approve the accounts.
John Yeomans thanked Cliff for the collation of the accounts.

SECTIONAL REPORTS
Beavers 
Ross reported that he had been unable to attend as many meetings as he would like due to personal commitments, but 
noted that Phil had been covering. Phil noted that the Beavers had been trying food from other countries and trying to 
guess where it had come from and they had been down Bishops Park playing games. Ross also noted that Kate Blanchard 
was no longer attending Beavers due to personal changes.
Cubs
David reported that it had been a busy time leading up to camp at Carlton in Cleveland, the programme for camp had to be 
altered due to the weather and the walk to Roseberry Topping was cancelled but the Pack did manage to spend two nights 
under canvas. They had a visit to a local hostelry where they tried different food; the Cubs spent a day in York visiting the 
National Railway Museum and The York Dungeons.
On 3rd June the Pack visited Bishops Park to play games; the Leaders are intending to take the Pack out as much as 
possible in the run up to the summer holidays.
David noted that a few Cubs are ready for the transition to Scouts and raised a query; would the Group have any problem 
with a Cub transferring from a Group from outside the District joining 2nd Bishop Auckland Scout Troop in order to be with 
his friend. David was advised that this was not a problem and to email Ian Johnson with the details just in case the DC from 
Teesdale were to ask questions.
Scouts
Richard reported that all youngsters who had taken part in the First Aid sessions had successfully attained Level 3 in First 
Aid. The Troop have taken part in the Open Fire Challenge where they had to build a fire and cook food – all managed 
this successfully without any food poisoning. The Troop is taking part in a Back to Basics weekend at the end of June at 
Windlestone.
2nd Bishop Auckland Scout Group
Group Scout Leader: Phil Harnby 36 Dixon Way Coundon Bishop Auckland DL14 8NH T: 07754 883841 E: info@2ndbishopaucklandscouts.org.uk
Secretary: Angela Johnson, 8 Langton Lea High Shincliffe Durham DH1 2QF T: 0191 386 2761 E: secretary@2ndbishopaucklandscouts.org.uk
Registered Charity Number 520678 (England and Wales)



Explorers
Richard was unable to attend the meeting but asked Phil to read out his report.
A quiet month for the Explorers due to exams, but the Explorers have still managed to do doughnut making, urban 
navigation and IT Stage 3. A busy summer programme is planned including a summer camp at Ford in Northumberland. 
Richard apologised if anyone had been missing the big green ball, they had noticed it was deflated so he took it home to fix 
– unfortunately the fix hasn’t worked so he is still working on that problem.

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership
Phil has received a number of want to join requests – reminder to Section Leaders to make contact as soon as possible.

RISK REGISTER
The minibus breakdown cover has been paid and the service has been upgraded.

PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP 
New pull up banners have been purchased and Phil has ordered some leaflets promoting Scouting from Gilwell.

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance
Derek reported that the Gas Testing and PAT testing had been completed and the certificates are with the Secretary. 
Letters of thanks to be issued.
David noted there had been an issue with the fire alarm system; Phil replied that ADT had visited and the problem was 
solved.
Derek noted that all jobs had been completed except the damage to the walls.
John noted that the barrier outside the hall seemed loose – this will be followed up.
The pot holes in the road (Dr Pikes land) are getting worse – query whether cold tarmac could be used. Derek Ward 
advised that it could and as a goodwill gesture should the Group go ahead and do the repairs.  It was queried as this was 
not our land should we consider contacting Dr Pike. It was agreed to contact and a suggestion of paying half the sum of the 
repair was made.
Phil issued a reminder to all using the Scout Centre to leave the premises in a clean and tidy state, as it does not create a 
good impression to outside individuals/ organisations who are hiring the venue.
Derek Newby noted that there were a number of plastic tables which old and in a state of disrepair. It was agreed that they 
would be examined to see if they could be repaired or the Group needed to get rid of them.

MINIBUS
The conversion of the minibus has been completed; it was suggested that a session was pulled together in order for 
people to have a demonstration of how the system works. It was suggested that the mini bus be brought to the AGM as 
PR for the Group. Cliff noted that the income from the last financial year had decreased significantly from £1200.00 to 
£190.00; hopefully now the conversion has been completed the bus will be used more frequently. Derek Ward feels the 
Group should make enquiries into the possibility of hiring out the mini bus to outside organisations as when the bus is left 
standing for long periods parts of the bus are seizing up and needing repairs. Areas to be looked at include insurance, 
hiring agreements and tax.
Phil noted that he would contact the MIDAS trainer with a view to getting some dates for the completion of this training. 
FUNDING AND GRANTS – Nothing to report.

BLOOD DONORS – next session 10th July 2014
John reported that the setting up of the session had been fine on Wednesday 4th June, however due to various reasons 
the Blood Donors were unable to gain access on the Thursday lunchtime. After several phone calls Derek Ward was able 
to give them access to the building. John suggested that if Bill could not open up for whatever reason then a back up was 
required – John volunteered his services to be available should a situation like this arise again.

FUNDRAISING
Richard Bramfitt has had a conversation with Keith Harrison (Occasional Helper with the Troop) about sessions that 
Tesco’s are willing to run to show young people about where food comes from, the session would be planned so that it 
covered a Scout Activity badge. Ross also reported that Jonathan Marshall (Colony Assistant) had recently had his head 
shaved for charity and some of the proceeds would be given to the Group.

AGM ARRANGEMENTS – 3rd July 2014
Rugby Club has been booked, Derek Ward has arranged for an inflatable slide for the young people to play on. A letter is to 
be issued to parents inviting them to a fun evening with games and a BBQ. Phil advised volunteers would be needed to run 
the games. Some parental feedback from last year indicated the parents did not know what was happening on the night, so 
the Group needs to address this and explain the programme for the night. Phil would like the AGM to cover the business of 
the evening fairly quickly and to involve the young people by letting them tell the meeting what they have been doing and 



what they enjoy about Scouting.
If badges are to be presented would it be possible to bring all the youngsters up from each Section and present them. The 
event will start at 6.30pm with the AGM at 7.30pm. Phil will sort out the invite letter to parents.

PROPOSALS FOR GROUP EXECUTIVE
Angela advised that at this point in time no proposals for the Group Executive had been submitted.
Ian pointed out that anyone could make proposals to the Group Executive.
John Yeomans proposed Cliff Laverick and Angela Johnson to their respective roles and they both agree to stand.
All the Section Leaders were asked if they wished to ‘opt in’ to the Executive; Ross and David declined but Richard Bramfitt 
agreed. 
After discussion Paul Taylor proposed that all in post be nominated to remain in post ‘en bloc’.
It was agreed that Angela would email all those currently in post to ask if they would be happy to continue on the Executive 
for the coming year.
John advised he was stepping down as Chairman with effect from the AGM but would stay around and help with the Blood 
Donors, fundraising and any odd jobs that may arise.
Derek thanked John for all his time and effort guiding the Group over many years and commented on his brilliant staying 
power. The Executive all echoed Derek’s comments.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Derek asked whether any one was holding any legal documents in relation to the sale of Murphy Crescent to the Boxing 
Club from 1993/1994. They are looking for any documents which may help them in fundraising. It was suggested to contact 
Gary as he was instrumental in the sale and the building of the new hall and his wife, Sarah was Secretary at the time 
and may have had some information. Angela confirmed that she did not hold any information relating to this period. Ian 
suggested that the of The Scout Association Trust Corporation may help and he agreed to contact them on the Group’s 
behalf.

Next Group Executive Meeting 4th September 2014 starting at 7.15pm at the Scout Centre. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 3RD JULY 2014 AT THE RUGBY CLUB

Future meetings will be held 4th September 2014
2nd October 2014
6th November 2014
4th December 2014

Blood Donor Sessions            10th July 2014
28th August 2014
11th September 2014
13th November 2014

All dates checked against the blood donor website on 12th June 2014 are correct.

All the Blood donor sessions require the hall to be opened at 13:30 and closed by 20:00


