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GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES 
7th May 2015 

 

Chairman:  Bill Bramfitt  Treasurer:  Cliff Laverick            Secretary:  Angela Johnson     
GSL: Philip Harnby 
   

PRESENT: Paul Taylor, Richard Bramfitt Mike Nichols, Derek Ward, Derek Newby and Ian Johnson 
 

APOLOGIES : Kath Yeomans 
 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD on 9th April 2015 - Agreed 
 

MATTERS ARISING – None 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Cliff gave an update as to the Group’s financial position; the final instalment of the year for the building insurance has been 
paid (£560.15), The mini bus insurance has been paid for the year (£943.86), Phil noted that he was hoping to check out 
other insurers to see if the Group can obtain a better deal prior to the payment being made and also to check out revising 
the insurance to enable the Group to hire out the mini bus to outside organisations. Cliff advised the Executive that he had 
conversed with Ian regarding the Gift Aid and as from 1st April 2015 Cliff will keep a record of all monies banked in relation 
to the donations made for the Badminton and Football Sessions this will enable the Group to claim under the small 
donation scheme, unfortunately no formal records have been kept prior to this date. 
Cliff has received a letter from Durham County Scout Shop asking Groups to update who can sign for items; Ian suggested 
that the Executive consider this item and could it be covered under AOB. 
The Executive were advised that £100 donation had been received from Graves and Ramsey (local company), they had 
been working at the Masonic but used the Group’s parking area and wished to thank the Group. 
Cliff noted that all Sections had submitted their accounts and he would now be able to compile the Group accounts. 
Cliff had also been asked by the Blood Donors if it was possible to display some of their leaflets – the Executive agreed. 

a) Bank Account Signatories – Phil noted that all but two individuals had signed the documents and this would be 
completed tonight and sent off. 
Phil noted that forms had been completed to change the contact addresses for the statement to be sent to the 
relevant person in the Beavers and Cubs. He has asked the Beaver and Cub Sections if they wished to consider 
using on line banking. Richard advised that he was content with the way the Scout Section finances are organised 
but would talk with his team. The Executive advised if all the Sections are content to use online banking they would 
support the decision. 

 

SECTIONAL REPORTS  
Beavers  
Phil advised the Colony had been visited by Guide Dogs for the Blind and they had a really good evening. Jill and Paul had 
visited the Colony to meet three Beavers who are due to move to Cubs. The Beavers had visited Tesco to take part in the 
Farm to Fork project which they all enjoyed. 
Cubs 
Paul noted the numbers in the Pack are steady, the youngsters have been kite building and learning knots, had a trip to the 
Park and learnt how to make soap carvings. 
Plans for the future include a trip to the Fire Station and Walworth Castle to see the Birds of Prey Centre. 
Scouts 
Richard noted the Troop had visited the Teesdale Mountain Rescue Team where they saw the equipment and vehicles 
used by the team, a good evening enjoyed by all. The Troop have visited a local farm on two occasions where they have 
been clearing a coppice area. Derek Ward commented that he had enjoyed showing the Troop around his museum and 
was very complimentary about the Troops behaviour. 
Explorers – no report. 
 

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership 
Phil noted that he had completed an Appointment Review with Paul, had visited the Cubs and tried to the visit the Scouts 
but unfortunately they were out. 
 
 



PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP   
Phil advised a positive meeting had been held with Derek Newby, Derek Ward, Richard Watson and himself on 1st May. 
Richard advised that if the Group wanted information in the local papers there should be no problem, however he no longer 
worked in that field but still has some contacts. Phil noted that the Group’s website could be used more, highlighting 
activities and promoting events, it was noted that the Group does not have problems in recruiting young people but in 
recruiting adults to assist.  
A suggestion was to place an advertisement in the local paper (business card size) just giving the basic details for a short 
period of six editions and where to contact to try and encourage some adult help, estimated cost would be around £20. 
Derek Newby suggested Bishop FM to advertise the Group and future activities; Richard Bramfitt noted that the Scouts had 
visited the radio station in the past and learnt about the radio production etc., he noted they would not be averse to doing 
this kind of activity again. 
Richard Bramfitt asked what would happen if the Group attracted an influx of adults – Ian suggested that they invite the 
interested parties to the Scout Centre and talk to them as a group and see which adults are genuinely interested. He would 
be happy to support this 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance 
Derek Ward advised that he has arranged with his contacts for the gas safety check and the PAT testing to be carried out, 
these will be free of charge. The dampness in the Quartermaster stores is still an issued. It was noted that the flow in the 
gents’ urinals was an issue as the flow was intermittent. Phil noted the fire alarm equipment needed protective cages to 
stop them being damaged by balls or similar items – he is currently looking for suitable covers. 
 

MINIBUS/MIDAS  
Phil noted he is hoping to get the MIDAS certificates shortly – these will be dated from the date of issue. Regarding the 
hiring of the mini bus, Phil advised the criteria of the insurance needs to be checked and amended where necessary and as 
previously minuted he is considering other insurance companies for comparison against Unity (The Scout Association 
Insurance company); Phil hopes to have all the relevant information for the next meeting in June. 
 

FUNDING AND GRANTS  
Nothing to report. 
 

GIFT AID 
Ian noted that following on from the previous meeting – he had received the consent forms for 2014 from the Cub Section, 
he has asked Kath Yeomans to follow up two individuals regarding car park donations. Ian noted that on checking the 
consent forms some parents had failed to tick whether Gift Aid could be claimed, so contact needs to be made to check. 
At present eight are in this position. 
Regarding the money aspect, Ian noted that he has all the Troop/Scouts information required up to 31st March 2015. With 
regard to the Beavers all information is held up to March 2013. He needs the information that relates to 2013/2014 and 
2014/2015. 
With regard to the Cub Section he needs all information from November 2012 up to March 2015. 
Ian advised that without this information no claim could be submitted and even if the information is in ‘paper format’ he is 
quite happy to accept and sort the information out. 
Ian repeated the small donation criteria and confirmed that all donations from 1st April 2015 will be recorded and noted that 
unfortunately after conversation with Cliff there was insufficient information to make a claim prior to this date. 
 

BISHOP AUCKLAND DRUG AND ALCOHOL DROP-IN CENTRE 
Paul had seen an article in the Bishops Press about the Masonic being sold to Durham County Council for the purpose of 
housing the drug and alcohol drop in centre which is currently situated in the Market Place. Richard advised that currently 
the centre is open weekdays 9-5 and 9-7 on Thursdays; he has heard that objections have been raised and should the sale 
go through the Masonic may be looking at renting premises elsewhere in the town. Paul highlighted that users may find the 
rear of the Scout Centre an apt place to use. After discussion it was agreed to place this on the next agenda to see if there 
have been any developments. 
 

CAR PARKING  
Kath Yeomans had emailed Angela regarding car parking – Kath has received a request for a further permit from an 
individual who works for a local solicitors and would like the Executive to consider whether we should grant a further permit 
on the grounds that currently eight spaces are currently utilised and if all were in use at the same time (which is unlikely) 
this may cause problems. 
The Executive advised Angela to contact Kath with the go ahead to issue further permits. 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Derek Ward advised that the Rugby Club cannot accommodate the Group on the 16th July and did we wish to consider 
another date or hold at the Scout Centre. Phil noted that as a Group we need to engage with parents and by holding the 
event at the Rugby Club we can hold a social event as well. 



A couple of suggestions of different venues were mentioned but it was agreed to change the date of the AGM/Social night 
to the 10th September – Derek Ward agreed to contact the Rugby Club to see if this date was available. 
It was agreed that details would be issued to the Cub and Scout parents with letters to be issued at the end of summer 
camp. 
 
Angela noted that Ian and herself would not be available due to holidays for the Executive meeting on 2nd July and would it 
be possible to change the date to the 16th July as this was no longer the AGM date – the Executive agreed. Cliff noted that 
the accounts would be ready for the Executive to agree by this date. 
 

BLOOD DONORS (NEXT SESSION 11TH JUNE 2015) 
 

FUNDRAISING – RACE NIGHT 3RD OCTOBER 
To be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
a) Scout Shop Signatories – The Executive agreed to the following being able to make purchases and sign for the 

items. 
Phil Harnby, Roz Peverall, Jill Nattrass, Richard Bramfitt, Gary Ingham and Angela Johnson. 
The invoices to be sent to Cliff Laverick. 

b) Phil asked the Executive to consider the frequency of the Executive meeting, currently we meet every month, Phil 
is suggesting the Executive move to bi-monthly and the free Thursdays be used to hold Section Leader Meetings 
as he was struggling to balance work/life/scouting commitments. It was agreed to agenda the item for the next 
meeting to allow individuals to consider the suggestion. 

PLEASE NOTE THE JULY EXECUTIVE MEETING DATE HAS CHA NGED FROM 2ND JULY TO 16TH JULY  
 
Next Group Executive Meeting 4th June 2015 starting  at 7.15pm at the Scout Centre.  
 
Future meetings will be held  16th July 2015  
     August (No Meeting subject to confirmation) 
     3rd September 2015 
     10th September 2015 (AGM) 
     1st October 2015 
 

Blood donor Sessions              11th June 2015 
     6th August 2015 

10th September 2015 
     1st October 2015 
     26th November 2015 
 

All dates checked against the blood donor website on 20th May 2015 are correct.  
 

All the Blood donor sessions require the hall to be  opened at 13:15 and closed by 20:00 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


