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GROUP EXECUTIVE MINUTES
9th March 2017

Chairman: Bill Bramfitt Treasurer: Olive Ingram            Secretary: Angela Johnson    
GSL: Philip Harnby
  
PRESENT: Roz Peverall, Paul Taylor, Matthew Frost (observing), Mike Nichols, Kath Yeomans, Cliff Laverick, Derek 
Newby and Ian Johnson.

APOLOGIES: Derek Ward and Richard Ingram 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD on 5th January 2017 – Agreed.

MATTERS ARISING
a) Census – completed on 31st January, showed a total membership of 84. The breakdown is as follows

Beavers 22
Cubs 21
Scouts 21
Leaders/Executive 20

The Group also agreed to pay membership subscriptions for two Young Leaders, the membership subscription due 
to District is £2,640.00 (66 young people only at £40.00 per head). There is also an invoice from District in respect 
of the County/District badges for £100.00. A cheque was passed to Angela to pass to District for £2,740.00. Olive 
noted that no membership payments had been received from the Cubs and Scouts.

b) Fire Protection – Angela has the current certificate should any outside organisation wish to see it.
c) MIDAS training – Roz advised that three people had completed the training – Matthew Frost, Tony Archer (St 

George ESU) and Roz Peverall. Phil noted that only one person was still waiting to complete the training.
d) Flower Arrangers – an email had been circulated concerning the flower arrangers and the footballers. The numbers 

of those playing football on a Thursday evening had reduced due to the flower arrangers using the hall from 
6.00pm to 8.30pm this means the footballers cannot start on a Thursday evening until at least 8.30pm. The flower 
arrangers have hired the hall on alternate Thursdays until 1st June 2017. A suggestion of changing evening for the 
footballers was discussed but this was not realistic. Derek Newby suggested that that the arrangement remains in 
place for the rest of the sessions and that it be reviewed after 1st June 2017.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Olive gave an update of the Group’s financial position and noted that hall levy fees and Membership Subscription are due 
from the Cub Section. Notifications had been received from the Utility suppliers and both gas and electric monthly 
payments have reduced 

Gas – was £64.00 revised payment £56.00 (a refund will be paid in due course)
Electricity – was £95.00 revised payment £89.00 (a refund will be paid in due course)

Olive has also received confirmation from Durham County Council that the Group is exempt from Rate Relief for the 
coming year and she noted that all payments in relation to the Blood Donor sessions have been received. Expenditure 
includes photo boards (£315.00) and £618.44 (final quarterly payment of the year) to Unity Insurance 

a) Accounts and AGM date – Olive requested that Sectional accounts be submitted by 30th April 2017. After 
discussion it was agreed for the 6th July 2017 (provisionally) Roz agreed to contact the Fire Station whilst Kath 
suggested she would talk with Derek W about the Rugby Club as a venue.

b) Gift Aid – Ian advised the Executive that £1,832.75 was due to the Group for the period 2012/2013 and needed to 
be submitted before 31st March 2017. He noted that the 2013/2014 amount would be greatly reduced 
approximately £800.00 due to the Gift Aid certificates not being available. Ian asked the Section representatives for 
the Consent forms relating to 2016 so that he could update the Gift Aid position.

SECTIONAL REPORTS 
Beavers
Roz reported that numbers in the Colony are good with approximately 22 attending and currently there is a waiting list to 
join. Two potential new helpers, Louise Monaghan who will be attending the Getting Started session on the 11th March and 



Ellie (a friend of Matthew Frost). Phil agreed to complete the necessary paperwork with her. Roz noted that Paul Smiths – 
(Occasional Helper) son will soon be joining the Cubs.
The Colony had held a sleep over at the end of January with 15 from 2nd Bishop Auckland and 10 from 1st Sedgefield 
Scout Group, a good weekend and thanks to Paul and the team for assisting. Activities include Pancake night and 
attending the Duck Race in Durham. Future activities include the District Beaver Splodge on 18th March and the Beavers 
will be starting work towards the Digital Citizen Staged Activity Badge.
Cubs
Paul noted that numbers were down a little after Christmas but they are now have about 22 on a weekly basis. There are 
plans for two nights away activities at Auckland Castle (21st/23rd April) and Low Barnes Nature Reserve are under 
discussion.
Both Matthew and Paul have attended the Archery Course and are in the process of being approved for indoor and outdoor 
events.
Current activities include Astronomy and the solar system; it is hoped the Pack may be able to get some outdoor 
experience and a lady from the Durham Wildlife Trust has visited and talked about bird identification and feeding. A couple 
of visits are being planned to Pets at Home and Tesco for the Farm to Fork session.
Scouts
Mike noted the Troop had taken part in a skills challenge base night, covered the Law and Promise and Grid References. 
The Troop visited Barrasford last weekend – where they covered the World challenge badge, route challenge, bases 
including using binoculars or telescope and looking at the stars and the Troop cooked their own breakfasts.
Explorers
Although Richard was unable to attend he had sent a report with Olive.
Richard noted that it had been a busy few weeks with a trip to Rock Antics, the seemingly annual chip shop challenge, 
pancakes and a night hike. A team has been entered in the Geoffrey Gordon Cup. The proposed Monopoly run in London 
will not be happening due to the logistics but the Explorer Unit will be taking part in the Durham Scout County version in a 
few weeks’ time.
Finally Richard’s update regarding the proposed Quiz and Curry night – he suggested that it could be held in May 
depending on his colleagues and equipment availability – he wanted to know if anyone had any preferences on the 
type/style of food but suggested not pie and peas! Richard also asked that Bill continue working on the questions
After discussion the dates suggested were 6th or 13th May – Phil agreed to liaise with Richard to sort out the dates, food 
and prices with the information being issued by email.

GSL REPORT including Adult Training and Leadership
Phil noted that he has been fairly quiet over the last couple of months due to family commitments but agreed that more help 
is needed in the Beaver section and the Cubs and Scouts seem to be running well.

PR and MARKETING OF THE GROUP
The posters to go around the walls of the main hall have arrived, they will be put up in the next couple of weeks.

RISK REGISTER
Phil noted the only item relating to this was the insurance payment and Olive has this in hand.

HEALTH AND SAFETY including Hall Maintenance
Phil advised that the electrical wiring check had been completed and a certificate has been produced – this was at no cost 
to the Group. One socket required repair and this has been sorted. Phil is now trying to obtain quotes for the purchase and 
installation of the lighting. Matthew advised that he knew of someone who may be able to help and would contact them.

MINIBUS – Compound
Derek Ward had contacted Bill with an update.
Bill advised that Derek Ward had been chasing quotes for the compound fencing and had received a quote of £6,000.00 for 
the work based on fencing either 6 feet or 8 feet high (latter would need planning permission) and including a sliding gate. 
Derek felt that this was too expensive and will be researching other quotes. Cliff advised that he had a contact who may be 
able to help. Phil noted that it was very difficult to find a company who would take on the job as it is a smaller area and they 
prefer larger jobs.

FUNDING/GRANTS and FUNDRAISING
Phil noted that he had not received any communication from Wilkos or the Masonic in relation to the funding applications.
Kath suggested bag packing at a local supermarket and said she could look into possible dates; Matthew advised he would 
contact Tescos to see if this was a possibility. Mike advised the Troop were taking part in a sponsored Himalayan trek in 
the hall in the near future.



FLOWER SHOW
Angela advised the Executive that Bishop Auckland Chrysanthemum and Dahlia Society had confirmed the following 
booking dates and would check to see Derek Ward would be available to open and lock up.

Saturday 16th September 2017 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Sunday 17th September 2017 8.00am to 6.00pm
  
Saturday 18th November 2017 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Sunday 19th November 2017 8.30am to 5.00pm

FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS
After discussions in November it was agreed to review the bi monthly meeting arrangement. The normal dates in the 
coming months would be 4th May and 6th July – Paul pointed out that as the AGM has been provisionally booked for the 
6th July this would mean the Executive would next meet in September and this felt too long a period without a meeting.
After discussion it was agreed to hold an extra meeting on 8th June ahead of the AGM. It was also agreed put on hold a 
decision until the next meeting in May regarding the frequency of meetings.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Kath noted that when the Blood Donors were using the Scout Centre the facilities were regularly cleaned e.g. the kitchen 
and toilet areas, since the Blood Donors have ceased using the Centre the areas do not seem to be cleaned as regularly. 
Kath advised that she would be willing to give a deep clean to the necessary areas, Roz and Matthew offered to help and a 
date will be arranged in due course.
 

Next Group Executive Meeting 4th May 2017 starting at 7.15pm at the Scout Centre. 
Future meetings will be held 4th May 2017

8th June 2017 (extra meeting)
6th July 2017 (Annual General Meeting – provisional date)
7th September 2017
2nd November 2017


